
 

 

 
2018 Common Read 

 

Callings: The Purpose and Passion of Work is a collection of conversations about work and vocation 
from the StoryCorps project, whose mission is “to record, preserve and share stories of Americans 
from all backgrounds and beliefs.”  Through StoryCorps, over 75,000 oral histories by ordinary 
Americans have been recorded and preserved at the Library of Congress.  
 

About the Author: A radio producer and the founder of StoryCorps, Dave Isay has won numerous 
awards for his work, including the Peabody Award and a MacArthur “Genius” grant.   In 2015, Isay 
received the $1 Million TED Prize, which led to the creation of a StoryCorps app, which allows 
anyone with a smartphone to record and interview and upload it to the Library of Congress. In 
addition to Callings, he has edited four other volumes of stories:  Listening is an Act of Love, Ties 
that Bind, All There Is, and Mom: A Celebration of Mothers. 
 

“For those of you in pursuit 
of your calling, consider 

yourself warned: this 
pursuit takes discipline, 
resilience, sacrifice, and 

tremendous hard work. At 
those moments when the 
fear creeps in and you’re 

unsure where to go or what 
to do next, remember to 

trust your instincts always. 
Always allow yourself to be 

led by what truly moves 
you. And don’t compromise 

your values—ever.” 
 

  

AUGUST 16 ● 6:30 ● Book Discussion Dinner 
SEPTEMBER 6 ● 7:30 ● Dave Isay Lecture 

  

  



Callings:  The Purpose and Passion of Work by Dave Isay 

Discussion Questions 

1 
Callings is a different kind of choice for Berry’s Common Read.  Instead of a first-
person memoir of just one individual, Callings presents brief conversations with 53 
different people. What did you like or dislike about the way this book was 
structured?   

2 

Callings is divided into five sections: Dreamers, Generations, Healers, Philosophers 
and Groundbreakers.  Review each section and see if you can identify the following 
things in each: 

 A theme that runs through all the conversations in that section 

 A story, conversation or job in each section that has a personal connection 
for you  

 A story or conversation that altered your perspective of a particular kind of 
work or career 

 A story or conversation that raised questions for you 

 A piece of wisdom or insight that you can apply to your own life 
 

Be prepared to share and discuss your answers with your BCC 100 classmates. 
 

3 
Several of the people who share their stories in Callings cite the moment they knew 
they had found the right work.  Have you ever experienced an “aha” moment like 
that that confirmed you were in the right place or doing the right thing?  Do you 
think that it’s important to have an epiphany like that or are there other ways to 
discern what is right? 
 

4 
Dave Isay says that one of his goals in creating StoryCorps was to give people the 
opportunity to honor someone else by interviewing them about their life.  What do 
you think he means by that?  In what way does a conversation “honor” the 
participants?  Have you been honored that way or given that honor to someone 
else? 
 

5 If you had the opportunity to interview someone about their life’s work, who would 
you want to interview?  Why? 

 


